Bublik’s Best Australian Open Run Ends Against De Minaur

Some runs are loud. Some are just steady and sharp. Alexander Bublik’s first week in Melbourne has been
both. He has served big, finished points fast, and put pressure on opponents from the first ball. This time, he
has done it with a number beside his name too, the 10th seed. And by the time he reached the fourth round,
it didn’t feel like luck. It looked like the same form he has been building since the early months of 2025.

Round three was the match where Bublik really
made people notice him. Against T. Etcheverry, it
was tight from the start, two tie-breaks, then a
third set where one break was enough. He won 7-
6(4) 7-6(5) 6—4, and reached the fourth round in
Melbourne for the first time. It was Bublik tennis
all night. The serve was strong, he attacked early,
and he kept the points short. Etcheverry didn’t get
many easy rallies to settle into. Bublik ended with
58 winners and 21 aces, and that pretty much tells
the story of how he played. After the match, he
was smiling again. He said he genuinely likes
being at home, and if he collects enough points in
a few tournaments, he can “have more weeks off.”

So when the fourth round arrived, it wasn’t just
having a good week. It was Bublik doing
something new at this Slam, and doing it as a
newly-named top-10 player. Waiting for him was
Alex de Minaur, in his own backyard, with that
speed and making every point feel long. Bublik’s
run ended there, as de Minaur won 6-4 6-1 6-1.
Even with the loss, the main point stays the same.

He began his Melbourne run against Jenson Brooksby
and made it a clean start, 6-4 6—4 6—4. It was typical
Bublik, quick holds, short points, and a serve that kept
him in front most of the time. He hit 18 aces, and
Brooksby rarely make himself comfortable at his
service games.

Round two was tougher than it looks on paper. Bublik
beats Marton Fucsovics 7-5 6-4 7-5 and it was one of
those matches where nothing is easier. It wasn’t
flashy. It was about staying steady, holding serve, and
being sharper in the tough moments. Afterwards, he
even joked about his relationship with Melbourne,
saying, “That’s a hard task to be friends with Australia,
but I am learning,” and he pointed out the fans who
were backing him, “I'm really thankful for that, that
corner.”

This was Bublik’s best run at the Australian Open, his first time reaching the round of 16 here. He got there
with three straight set wins, a serve that kept giving him quick points, and his usual cheeky shots that can
change a match in a few minutes. The Tennis world have already described him as a ‘showman’, the kind of
player who can trouble anyone when his serve and timing are on.

From round one to round four, it was a proper Bublik week in Melbourne, big serving, quick points, brave
hitting, and a run that finally took him into the second week here. For Kazakhstan tennis, and for Asian
tennis, it’s a hopeful sign, one more player showing he can go deep at the biggest events. And if he carries
this form into the rest of 2026, this won’t feel like a lucky run, it will feel like the start of something.




