From Stress to Strength: Rybakina Reaches The AO final

It’s that time of the year again in Melbourne. The heat
is back, the crowds are loud, and the first Grand Slam
of the season brings a different kind of pressure. Even
the best players can look a little uncomfortable here.
But Elene Rybakina has handled it the way she often
does. Calm outside, sharp with her tennis, and always
ready to pull the match back onto her terms.

After beating Iga Swiatek, Rybakina didn’t spend much
time looking back. She just moved on. On Thursday,
she beat Jessica Pegula 6-3 7-6(7) to reach the
Australian Open 2026 final, and the score makes it
look easier than it really was.

For the first set, it looked like Rybakina in full control.
Big serves, quick points, and her usual clean hitting.
Pegula couldn’t get into the match properly. But in the
second set, things changed. Pegula started staying in
rallies, making Rybakina play more balls, and slowly
the match got tighter. Rybakina felt it too. She didn’t
hide it afterwards. “Really, really stressful,” she said.

And it was stressful. Rybakina had chances to finish it, but it kept slipping away. She had three match points on
Pegula’s serve and still couldn’t close. She was also broken twice when she served for the match. Pegula even
had two set points in the tie-break. In the end, Rybakina finally got it done but only after a long, tense wait from
the first time she had match point.

Now the final brings back a familiar picture. Rybakina vs Aryna Sabalenka, again, for the Australian Open title.
It’s a repeat of the 2023 final, the one where Sabalenka dropped the first set and still came back to win the
trophy. That match didn'’t just give Sabalenka a trophy, it gave the rivalry a shape. Since then, whenever they
play, it feels like a power fight. There is no slow build up and no easy points. Both hit hard, both play fast, and
both are ready to take risks from the first ball.

Sabalenka has reached this final by beating Elina Svitolina 6—2 6-38, and she arrives with that familiar top seed
aura. She has been looking very settled in Melbourne - hitting big, stepping in early, and taking control fast,
looking very comfortable in big occasions.

This rematch has an extra edge because of what happened late last year. Rybakina ended 2025 as the WTA
Finals champion, and Sabalenka was the one she beats for the title. So it’s not only about the 2023 Australian
Open final anymore. Rybakina has a fresh, big win over her, and that matters when she will walk into another
final.

For Rybakina, this run in Melbourne has not felt like a
sudden surprise. It has looked like the same form she
showed at the end of 2025. The serve has been strong,
the hitting has been clean, and even when things got
tense against Pegula in the semis, she still found a way
to win.

For Asian tennis, this is the kind of moment that stays.
This is not just a good run or a nice semifinal.
Rybakina is in the final of the first Grand Slam of the
year, under the biggest lights in Melbourne. Chances
like this don’t come often and when they do, the
whole region feels it. Now it comes down to one more
match, and one more chance to finish the nice story
into a fairy tale ending.




