Brisbane 2026 : The First Page of The Year

If the tennis calendar is a whole book, Brisbane is the
first page — fresh, new, and a little unpredictable.
Australia was already in that big sport mood. The Ashes
had just finished in Sydney. Five Tests of noise, nerves,
and that old England-Australia rivalry. From cricket, the
country’s attention now shifts to tennis. Perth, Brisbane,
Adelaide — and then the iconic Australian Open. The
soundtrack changes too. Less roar from the stands, more
squeak of shoes at Pat Rafter Arena in Queensland
Tennis Centre .Brisbane is like that. It's the season'’s first
proper step, where early January quickly turns into real
competition.

On the women'’s side, Aryna Sabalenka has started the
new-year in the same mood she ended the last one.
Strong, confident, and just like a specialist on hard
courts. She has been in the spotlight in Australia since
she won the back to back Australian Open in 2023 and
2024, and Brisbane has looked like a continuation of that
form. In the semifinal she beats Karolina Muchova 6-3 6-
4 and she never really let the match slip away.

On the other hand, Marta Kostyuk arrived in the final with serious form, overpowering Jessica Pegula 6-0 6-3 in
the semis. In the title clash, Sabalenka did what the top seeds usually do. She held her nerve, played the bigger
points better and won 6-4 6-3 against Kostyuk to lift the Brisbane crown.

The title also had history behind it. She defended her crown at the Queensland Tennis Centre, where she has now
won again after lifting the trophy in 2023. Her third Brisbane International title. She didn't drop a set all week, and
afterwards she said it simply, “Every day you go out there and prove your level, and | think this week | did it really
well.” With the Australian Open starting on 18 January, she sounded clear about what comes next too: “The only
thing | know is that | will be there, I'll be fighting.” And after falling short in the Melbourne final last January, she
added, “I will do my best to go as far as possible, and do a little bit better than last year. That's my focus.”

On the men'’s side, the week belonges to Daniil Medvedev, who stayed calm throughout the week. In the semifinal
he beats Alex Michelsen 6-4 6-2 to book his place in the final. His opponent in the final Brandon Nakashima
joined him there after edging past Aleksandar Kovacevic 7-6(4) 6-4. In the title clash, Medvedev had the first set
early, winning it 6-2.

The second set was closer, with Nakashima finally getting into
the match, but Medvedev didn't blink when it mattered. He /
won the tiebreak and sealed the title 6-2 7-6(1).

For Asian tennis, Brisbane had one clear story, and it began
with Elena Rybakina. She came into the new season with the
same momentum she carried at the end of 2025, after
winning the WTA Finals in Riyadh. So there was interest from
the start on how she would begin the new season. Rybakina T
reached the quarterfinals, and once she finds her timing in
Brisbane, the court suits her perfectly — big serve, clean
hitting, quick points. . yis ; ]
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Rybakina’s run ended against Muchova in three sets, 6-2 2-6 6-4. The match swung both ways, but
Muchova edged the key points.

The best Asian moment of the week came in doubles and it ended with a trophy. Su-wei Hsieh of Chinese
Taipei, playing with Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia, won the women’s doubles title in style. In the final they
defeated the pair of Cristina Bucsa (Spain) and Ellen Perez (Australia) 6-2 6-1. Hsieh's touch and timing
stood out all week. The soft hands at the net, the smart placement and getting easier with the fast courts of
Brisbane. With Ostapenko providing the power from the back, the pair looked excellent when it mattered
most.

That's why Brisbane works as the first chapter. The crowds are back. The matches are already early season
vibe. Some players look ready, some still look like they are searching. And now the tour moves on to
Adelaide next with one more stop to find the form and the confidence before the biggest page in the
Australian swing. The Australian Open is already knocking at the door.
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