A January Memory: What AO 2025 Left Behind

January 2026 has that familiar feeling again. A new season
is around the corner, players are starting to practice here
and there, and Melbourne is about to come alive. And when
the Australian Open gets close, it's hard not to think back to
last year. Because Australian Open 2025 didn't feel like just
the first Slam or first test of the year, It felt like the first big
push of the season, the one that quietly set the mood for
everything that came after.

The champions had their own story. In the men’s final,
Jannik Sinner played like a defending champion who knew
the job. He beats Alexander Zverev 6-3 7-6(4) 6-3 and lifted
the Melbourne trophy again. It was typical Sinner - calm,
cool, calculative and controlled.

On the women's side, it felt more emotional. Madison Keys
won her first Grand Slam title, beating the top seed Aryna
Sabalenka 6-3 2-6 7-5. It was the kind of win that means
more because of the years of long wait and near misses.

For Asian tennis, Australian Open 2025 wasn't one simple story. There were a few positive signs, a few tough
early losses, and a clear reminder that at a Slam, you don't get much time to settle in.

The first big surprise involved Qinwen Zheng. A year earlier she had reached the final in Melbourne, so the
expectations were high. But in 2025 she went out in the second round, losing to Laura Siegemund 7-6(3) 6-3. It
felt like one of those matches where things are slightly off. Zheng wasn't quite at her best, and Siegemund took
her chance. At a Slam, there’s no extra time to recover.

Naomi Osaka made Melbourne feel a little more familiar again. She beats Caroline Garcia and Karolina Muchova.
Two strong wins early in the draw. But it ended in a frustrating way. Osaka had to retire against Belinda Bencic in
the third round. Even so, those first two wins meant something. It felt like an early glimpse of Osaka's post-
maternity comeback. Something that became clearer later in the season as her tennis grew stronger.

If one Asian singles run looked the most solid, it was Elena
Rybakina’'s. She reached the fourth round and, as usual, she
looked comfortable under the Melbourne lights. Her run
ended against Madison Keys in the round of 16. And once Keys
went on to win the title, the result made more sense. Rybakina
had simply run into the eventual champion.

On the men's side, the veteran Kei Nishikori reached the
second round in Melbourne. He won his opener, then ran into
12th seed Tommy Paul and went out in four sets, 6-7(3) 6-0 6-
3 6-1. Yoshihito Nishioka made it to round two as well, but the
draw gave him Carlos Alcaraz. Alcaraz was too strong on the
day, beating him 6-0 6-1 6-4. The Asian singles runs didn't go
deep in 2025. India’s Sumit Nagal lost to Tomas Machac 6-3 6-
1 7-5. The Showman Alexander Bublik also went out early,
beaten by Francisco Cerundolo 7-6 6-3 6-2 in the opening
round. That's the reality of Grand-Slam. One tough draw, one
dip in form, and even the biggest names can be out early.
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And then there was doubles, where Asian tennis has
often looked sharper at the majors. The women'’s
doubles final had a clear Asian touch. Su-wei Hsieh of
Chinese Taipei, partnering Jelena Ostapenko, reached the
championship match. They fell short against Katerina
Siniakova and Taylor Townsend, losing 6-2 6-7(4) 6-3 in
the final. They didn't win the trophy but their run to the
final carried an Asian imprint.

So here we are in the first week of January 2026, looking
back at Australian Open 2025. It feels like more than a
set of results. It was the season'’s first big test, where the
champions set the tone early, and Asian tennis felt the
full Slam experience at once. There were quick exits, but
there were also real moments of quality tennis. And now
another Australian Open is knocking at the door — the
only Grand-Slam in the Asia-Oceania region. Soon the
lights will come back on, and the next chapter will begin.
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