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FROM MBOKO TO SHELTON: CANADA’S HARD COURTS TELL THEIR STORY

Looking back from December, the National Bank Open in
Canada feels like the week when the season fully moved into
hard court mode again. Wimbledon was over, clay and grass
were behind everyone, and the tour arrived in Canada.
Toronto for the men and Montreal for the women, with New
York already on the horizon. It is not a Grand Slam, but this
week in August often shows which names are truly ready for
the North American hard courts.

On the women’'s side in Montreal, the week belonged to a
teenager playing at home. Victoria Mboko came into the
tournament as an 18-year-old wildcard, ranked outside the
top 80. Ten days later she was holding the biggest trophy of
her life. On the way she beat four Grand Slam champions.
Sofia Kenin, Coco Gauff, Elena Rybakina and Naomi Osaka,
which is something no teenager had done at this level since
Serena Williams in 1999. In the final, after losing the first set
2-6 to Osaka, she turned the match around 2-6 6-4 6-1and
finished the night as the new champion of Canada. For
Canadian fans, watching a teenager win like this on home soil
felt like the beginning of a new story.

For Naomi Osaka, this week was something different but just as important. Playing her first full season
back on tour as a mother, she had been slowly rebuilding her game and confidence. In Montreal she put
many of the pieces together. Osaka beats Jelena Ostapenko, Elina Svitolina and Clara Tauson, and by the
time she walked on court for the final, she had already reached her first WTA 1000 title match in three
years and secured a return to the top 25. She did not win the trophy, but she reminded everyone that her
game still belongs in the last weekend of big events.

Elena Rybakina was right in the middle of the story in Canada. The Kazakh star, who would later finish the
year in style by winning the WTA Finals in Riyadh, pushed deep into the draw again here. In the semifinals
she led Mboko by a set and held match point, before the Canadian turned it around 1-6 7-5 7-6(4) in a
long battle. Even in defeat, it was another reminder of how regularly Rybakina now shows up in the last
rounds of the biggest tournaments in the calendar.

From an Asian point of view, Montreal carried a mix of emotions. The biggest gap was Qinwen Zheng.
China’s No. 1, had missed the tournament as she continued to recover from her elbow surgery. On the
other hand, Naomi Osaka’s run to the final was a big boost. It was her best WTA 1000 result since 2022.
For fans in Asia who have watched Osaka since she was a teenager, this week felt like she is truly back as
a force.

Over in Toronto, the men had their own story. In the end, a
new name joined the list of Masters 1000 champions. In a
really tight, gripping final, Ben Shelton beat Karen
Khachanov 6-7(5), 6-4, 7-6(3) to win the biggest title of
his young career. It was his first Masters trophy and his
third ATP title overall. In a season already full of strong
results for him, Toronto stood out as the high point.

Karen Khachanov also had an important week of his own.
By reaching the final, he played his first Masters 1000 title
match since Paris 2018, after many years of ups and
downs. Khachanov had his own kind of comeback week.
By reaching the final, he played his first Masters 1000
championship match since Paris 2018, when he defeated
Djokovic for the title. He did not win the trophy this time,
but his run in Toronto was a quiet reminder that he still
find its way back to big matches again.
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The defending champion, Alexei Popyrin, could not match his
2024 run. This time he reached to the the quarterfinals before
losing to Alexander Zverev. The week also felt a bit different
because some of the biggest names were not there. Carlos
Alcaraz, Novak Djokovic and Jannik Sinner all pulled out
before the tournament started. That changed the draw and
left more space for someone new to step up. Ben Shelton
stepped into that gap and left Canada with the biggest title of
his career.

For Asian tennis on the men'’s side, Toronto did not bring a big
run, but there were still small steps that mattered. Japan’s
Yosuke Watanuki won his first match in three sets against
Daniel Altmaier, then lost in the next round to F. Tiafoe.
China’s Bu Yunchaokete also reached the second round
before losing to L. Sonego.

Canada in 2025 left a very clear picture. On the women'’s side, a home teenager had the week of her life, Naomi
Osaka played her way back into a big final, and Elena Rybakina was once again right there near the biggest
prize. On the men’s side, Ben Shelton used Toronto to win his first Masters title, while players like Karen
Khachanov and Alexander Zverev showed that experience still counts in a tour that generally dominates by
young talents.
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