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FROM DESERT TO COAST: THE MIAMI CHAPTER OF THE SUNSHINE SWING

From the desert in Indian Wells, the tour moved across
the United States to Florida. Miami is the second half of
the Sunshine Swing. The courts are still hard, but
everything else feels different. The air is often windy,
and many matches are played late in the evening. It
comes straight after two long weeks in California, so it
tests not only tennis level, but also how much energy
the players still have.

On the women’s side in 2025, the main story at the top
was very clear. Aryna Sabalenka won the title. She beat
Jessica Pegula 7–5 6–2 in the final and did not lose a
set all week. It was her first Miami trophy. From the
current world no 1, it was also a strong answer after
losing the final in Indian Wells just before coming to
Florida.

For Asian fans, Zheng Qinwen’s week in Miami felt both
familiar and encouraging. She reached the quarterfinals,
played simple, solid tennis in her earlier matches, and
then once again ran into Aryna Sabalenka. Zheng has
already lost to Sabalenka in many big meetings – at
Grand Slams, at the WTA Finals, and their head-to-
head now stands at 7–1. It almost feels like a small
“Sabalenka curse” she still has to break. She lost again
in Miami, but her run to the last eight was another
reminder that she is now one of the top names in
women’s tennis.

Alexandra Eala from the Philippines arrived in Miami outside the top 100 and still waiting for her first big run at
this level. In one week, everything changed. She first got past Jelena Ostapenko. Then she followed it up with a
strong win over Madison Keys. After that, she defeated world No. 2 Iga Swiatek in straight sets in the
quarterfinals. For Miami, and for women’s tennis in general, it was one of those results that made everyone sit
up and really notice her.

Eala finally lost in three sets to Jessica Pegula in the semifinals. But by then, she had already made history.
She became the first player from Philippines to reach a WTA 1000 semifinal and broke into the top 100 for
the first time. 

For Naomi Osaka, Miami felt like a small restart after a very difficult time in Indian Wells. In Florida she got her
first win since the Australian Open. In her opening match she came back from a set and a break down to win
in three sets. Her run ended in the last 16 against Jasmine Paolini

In men’s singles, the main story in Miami was not from Asia, but it changed the look of the tournament. 
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Nineteen year old Jakub Mensik won his first ATP title,
and he did it at a Masters 1000. In the final he faced one
of the greatest players in history, 24-time Grand Slam
champion Novak Djokovic, and beats him. It was
Mensik’s first tour level trophy and made him one of the
youngest Miami champions in a long time. For many
people, it felt like a clear sign that a new group of
players is now ready to step up on the big stages.

Even in defeat, Djokovic added another feather in his
cap. By reaching the final, he became the oldest finalist
at a Masters 1000 event. He is also the player who has
won the Sunshine Swing the most times in men’s tennis,
doing the Indian Wells–Miami double four times in his
career. He did not get the title in Miami this time, but at
his age, just standing in another Masters final in a field
full of teenagers and early twenties players says a lot
about his level.

From an Asian point of view, the men’s draw also gave one new name to follow. Hong Kong’s Coleman Wong
came to Miami as a 20 year old wild card. He won his first match against Daniel Altmaier. Then he beats Ben
Shelton, one of the home favourites and a top seed, in a tight three set match.

With those two wins, he became the first player from Hong Kong to win a main draw match at a Masters 1000
and the first to reach the third round at this level. For tennis in Hong Kong, and for the region around it, it was a
really special moment.

Put together, these stories gave Miami its shape in 2025. If Indian Wells was the slow, dry first chapter of the
Sunshine Swing, Miami was the louder and more chaotic second chapter. When the two weeks in Florida
ended, the players were tired, but the picture of the 2025 season felt a little clearer. And for Asian tennis,
there were many reasons to feel that the region’s influence on these big events is only getting stronger. 


