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 NINGBO OPEN: CHINA’S LAST BIG STAGE OF THE SEASON. 

The city of Ningbo is once again shining bright on the
tennis map. The Aux Ningbo Open, now a WTA 500
event, is bringing together some of the best names in
women’s tennis for one last big week in China. The
tournament is being played on outdoor hard courts at
the Ningbo Tennis Center, where 28 players are fighting
for 500 ranking points and the trophy. The event
started back in 2010, later became a WTA 125, and from
2024 it has been upgraded to WTA 500. A sign of
China’s growing place in world tennis.

This year, the draw is led by Mirra Andreeva, Jasmine
Paolini, and Elena Rybakina. All three came to Ningbo
with clear goals — to finish strong, to gather ranking
points, and to prepare for the WTA Finals in Riyadh.

For Rybakina, it has already been a tough week. She
fought for nearly three hours in the humid conditions to
beat Dayana Yastremska 4–6 6 –7(6) 6–3. “It was a
long day,” she said afterward. “The conditions, with it
being so humid, are unusual for us. But I am happy, I
managed to win, and thank you all for staying and
supporting me.” It was a win full of grit and patience
and believe. 

Jasmine Paolini, fresh from guiding Italy to its consecutive Billie Jean King Cup title, continued her fine form
with a composed performance in Ningbo. The Italian overcame Veronika Kudermetova 6–2, 7–5 to book her
place in the quarterfinals. With the WTA Finals just weeks away, Paolini is fighting to confirm her spot among
the world’s best eight players. “I’m trying to focus on the court, on the next match,” she said. “Of course it’s on
my mind, but I try not to think too much about the Finals when I’m playing.” Her calm and steady approach
has been one of the reasons behind her rise this season.

The Ningbo Open is more than a single event. It’s part of a story that shows how China has become the
heartbeat of women’s tennis. From the China Open in Beijing to the Wuhan Open and now Ningbo, the country
has built world class facilities and brought huge crowds to the game. Players like Zheng Qinwen and Wang
Xiyu continue to inspire young fans, while global stars now look forward to ending their seasons on Chinese
courts.

And as the week unfolds in Ningbo, the feeling is simple. Women’s tennis has found its rhythm here in China.
The matches keep coming, the crowds keep growing, and you can sense that women’s tennis feels at home
here. Maybe that’s what makes it special. It doesn’t feel like an event anymore, it feels like belonging.


