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ALMATY APPLAUDS MEDVEDEV: A CHAMPION FINDS HIS WAY AGAIN

The city of Almaty lit up this week as the ATP 250 Almaty
Open came to a close with a champion who had been waiting
for this feeling for far too long. Daniil Medvedev, the former
world No. 1, ended his 882 day title drought with a hard fought
7-5, 4-6, 6-3 win over France's Corentin Moutet in front of a
packed crowd inside the Almaty Arena.

It was more than a victory, it was a return to belief. Medvedev
had not lifted a trophy since 2023 and had lost six finals in a
row. But on this cool October evening, his game found its old
sharpness again. The precise returns, the calm under
pressure, and a touch of aggression that reminded everyone
why he once ruled the sport.

Moutet began the final brightly, breaking Medvedev early with
his creative shot making and fearless play. The Frenchman
dazzled the crowd with drop shots, quick feet, and clever
angles, forcing Medvedev to dig deep. But the Russian stayed
patient, mixing defense and attack, coming to the net far
more often than usual, and taking control of the rallies when it
mattered most.

After the final, an emotional Daniil Medvedev spoke during the trophy ceremony.

“I want to thank my family. My beautiful wife and my two daughters,” he said with a smile. “It's the first time |
have been at a tournament with both of them and my wife together, so to win a title here feels really special.
This one is for my younger daughter, Victoria. My first title after Alisa was born was for her, so this one belongs
to Victoria.”

The former world no 1 added, “The last game was incredible, and I'm just happy to win the title. It continues my
funny story of 21 titles in 21 different cities.”

The match lasted two hours and thirty ight minutes, and fittingly ended with Medvedev finishing the final rally
at the net. A small sign of the tactical changes he has done under new coaches Thomas Johansson and Rohan
Goetzke. With this win, he became the only player in the Open Era to have won 21 titles in 21 different cities.

The runner up Corentin Moutet smiled through the
disappointment and gave a heartfelt speech while receiving
his trophy.

“We've been playing since we were very young, and we have
made many sacrifices,” he said. “Not just me, but all of us —
leaving home early, staying away from family. We're lucky to
be here.”

The Almaty crowd applauded warmly as he continued, “On
behalf of all the players, we can be proud of ourselves, of our
teams, and of you, Daniil,” he said, turning to Medvedev. “|
hope to come back here again. Thank you for your support.”

In doubles, France’s Theo arribage and Albano Olivetti lifted
their first team title together, defeating Germany’s Jakob
Schnaitter and Mark Wallner 6-4 7-6 (8). It was only their
second week as a team, yet their chemistry shone through
the entire event

The Almaty Open once again showed why it has quickly become one of Asia’s favourite tennis stops. A place
where players feel the warmth of the fans and the game finds new meaning. This week, Kazakhstan was not
just hosting tennis, it was celebrating it. And at the heart of it all stood Daniil Medvedev, holding his trophy
high under the Almaty lights.

For Kazakhstan and the Almaty Open itself, this edition reinforced what many had started to believe: this
tournament is becoming a real destination, not just another stop. With a strong field, lively crowds and
storylines that mattered, the atmosphere felt less like routine and more like genuine event. The emergence of
Asian and regional tennis has places like Almaty at its centre, and this week captured that sense of growth.
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