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RISING RACQUETS FOR ASIA: EALA, TJEN, AND WONG SHINE IN NEW YORK

The US Open this year is not only about the established
names from Asia who continue to make their mark on the
world stage. Alongside them, the spotlight has been stolen
by a new wave of talent, some young guns who, for the
first time, have carved their names into Grand Slam
history, both for themselves and for their countries.

Alex Eala of the Philippines, Janice Tjen of Indonesia, and
Coleman Wong of Hong Kong, each celebrated their first
ever Grand Slam main draw victories in the opening round,
a remarkable breakthrough that underlines the growing
depth of Asian tennis. These moments were more than just
% match wins — they were milestones.

Alex Eala gave the Filipino crowd a moment to remember on Grandstand. The 20-year-old delivered a
stunning comeback, fighting back from 1-5 down in the final set to beat 14th seed Clara Tauson 6-3 2-6
7-6 (11) in a two hour, 36-minute thriller. With the victory, she became the first Filipino player ever to
win a main-draw match at a Grand Slam in the Open Era.

“I take so much pride in representing my country. It makes what I do bigger than myself,” Eala said after
the match. She has already won three junior Grand Slam titles — the US Open in singles (2022) and two
doubles crowns at the Australian Open (2020) and French Open (2021). Her debut victory on the Grand
Slam stage is another sign of her steady rise.

Just a few courts away, Janice Tjen made history of her own by upsetting 24th seed Veronika
Kudermetova 6-4 4-6 6-4, the first Grand Slam match win for Indonesia since Angelique Widjaja back in
2003. The 23-year-old, ranked 149 in the world, has quietly grown into one of Asia’s rising forces.

“I feel proud to be able to do this for my country... hopefully, this will inspire more kids to believe they can
be here too,” Tjen said after the match. Her breakthrough stirred memories of Indonesia’s past in the
sport, but carried a fresh sense of belief for the future. With her calmness and fearless game, she showed
that Indonesia can dream again of leaving its mark on the biggest stage.

Meanwhile, Coleman Wong gave Hong Kong a moment to celebrate, becoming the first man from the
region to win a Grand Slam singles match with a 6-4 7-5 7-6 (4) victory over Aleksandar Kovacevic. The
21-year-old qualifier, who trains at Rafa Nadal’s academy in Mallorca, Spain, was visibly emotional
afterwards, saying: “This is where I want to be, a big moment for me and for the people in Hong Kong.”

Long seen as one of Asia’s brightest young talents,
Wong announced himself on the biggest stage in
style. With this breakthrough, Hong Kong finally has
a player to rally behind on the world tennis stage.

On different courts, against different challenges,
these three players created moments that will stay
in history. But more than just headlines, their
victories mean something deeper — they stand as
signs of pride for their countries and of growing
ambition in Asian tennis.

Next, all three move into the second round, each on
a different path. Eala will face either Claire Liu or
Cristina Bucsa, Tjen takes on Emma Raducanu, and
Wong meets Australia’s Adam Walton. For now, they
have cleared the toughest hurdle, they have earned
their first Grand Slam win, and they have done it
with some style.
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