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NAOMI 0SAKA REDISCOVERS HER SPARK IN NEW YORK

Naomi Osaka walked onto Arthur Ashe Stadium with many
memories on her shoulders. Memories of big wins, tough losses,
and the doubts that had stayed with her in recent years. On
Monday night, she wrote a new one. The two time US Open
champion beat third seed Coco Gauff 6-3 6-2 in just over an
hour, producing her strongest performance since becoming a
mother in 2023.

For Osaka, this win meant far more than just reaching the next
round. It was her first Grand Slam quarterfinal since lifting the
Australian Open trophy in 2021, and her biggest victory over a
top ranked player since 2019. Smiling as she looked around
Arthur Ashe Stadium, she said, “This is my favorite court in the
world and it means so much to me to be back here. Coco is one
of the best players in the world, these are the moments I play
tennis for.”

The match carried a special meaning because of their shared history. Back in 2019, a 15-year old Gauff left
Arthur Ashe in tears after losing to Osaka. That night, Osaka stopped her from leaving and asked gently,
“Will you join?” Gauff whispered, “I’ll cry,” but Osaka persuaded her to stay and share the microphone.
The moment touched the tennis world and showed Osaka’s kindness. Six years later, the scene felt
different. Gauff, now a two time Grand Slam champion and the home favorite, was the one under pressure,
while Osaka, 27 and a mother, stood as the fighter making her return to the big stage.

Gauff looked uncomfortable from the start, still trying to adapt after making changes to her coaching
team. Her forehand broke down, giving away 11 unforced errors in the first set, and few early mistakes in
the second set gave Osaka control of the match. The American’s frustration was clear, even as the Ashe
crowd tried to encourage her. Osaka, on the other hand, stayed calm and sharp. She handled the pace,
moved the ball around, and struck cleanly whenever she had chances.

Just a few weeks ago things looked very different. At Wimbledon, Osaka left upset after a third-round
loss, saying she had “nothing positive to say.” It felt like the lowest point of her comeback, which began
after a 14 month break to have her daughter Shai in 2023. Soon after, she decided to make changes. She
stopped working with Patrick Mouratoglou and brought in Tomasz Wiktorowski, the coach who once
guided Iga Swiatek. “He seemed like such a tough guy to me, but actually, when he smiles, he’s like a teddy
bear,” Osaka said. “He’s always very proud and encouraging. He gives me a safe space to express myself
and my tennis.”

Osaka had a strong run in Montreal, a WTA 1000 event, where she reached the final. Along the way she
beat top 25 players like Russia’s Liudmila Samsonova and Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina, showing signs of her
old form. Although she eventually lost the final to Canadian teenager Victoria Mboko, the week gave her
something more important than a trophy. It proved her determination and mental toughness were still

there.
' v A 1a = 3 “Maybe I’'m crazy or something, but I always feel like you have to

imagine it, and then you have to believe it for it to actually come
true,” she said after the Gauff win. “You’re speaking to the kid
that visualized playing Serena, too. There’s a lot of power in
dreaming and believing.”

Up next for Osaka is Czech 11th seed Karolina Muchova, a former
Grand Slam finalist. But no matter the result, Osaka has already
made her statement in New York. She has moved from the
frustration of Wimbledon to the joy of New York, finding her
rhythm again and perhaps even more than that. There has always
been something special about Naomi Osaka and the US Open.
This was where she announced herself to the world, and now it
S has become the stage where she has rediscovered her smile.
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