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FROM HEARTBREAK TO HOPE: ASIA SHOWS ITS SPIRIT IN SHENZHEN

Asia arrived in Shenzhen this week with hope in the air. For
the first time, three nations from the continent - China,
Japan, and Kazakhstan stood together in the Billie Jean King
Cup Finals. It was a proud moment, but also a tough one, as
% all three campaigns ended in the very first tie. The defeats
were painful, yet the matches told a bigger story of fight,
= close calls, and what it means for Asian tennis to stand on
| this stage.

China, as host, opened against defending champions Italy.
The Bay Sports Center crowd cheered for them at every
point. Both Yuan Yue and Wang Xinyu held leads and looked
close to victory, but the matches slipped away in heartbreak.
Elisabetta Cocciaretto, down 4-6 2-5, turned her match into
* a thriller and came back to win 4-6 7-5 7-5.

“She was playing unbelievable. | wasn’t too aggressive.
Something changed in my mind, | told myself to go for it, no
matter what,” Cocciaretto said in the post-match
presentation.

In the second rubber, Wang had Jasmine Paolini, the
no. 1 Italian, in trouble, initially at 6-4 5-3, and later
4-2 in the third, but Paolini refused to let go.
“Honestly, when | was down, | thought about
Elisabetta's match. In tennis you never know what

can happen. We just stayed until the last point,” she
said after winning 4-6, 7-6, 6-4. For China, it
ended in a 0-2 defeat, but the fans stood and
applauded their fight.

Kazakhstan pushed the United States to the limit. Yulia Putintseva held match points against Emma Navarro
but couldn’t finish the job, losing 7-5, 2-6, 6-7. She smashed her racket in anger, while Navarro called it a
“gritty win.” Elena Rybakina then lifted Kazakh hopes with a commanding 6-4, 6-1 win over world No. 7
Jessica Pegula — her sixth straight singles victory in the competition. That left the doubles to decide it. Pegula
came back on court with Taylor Townsend, the world’s No. 1 in doubles, and together they found their rhythm.
Down 1-4 in the second set, they fought back, were sharp at the net and Pegula steady at the back. The
Americans closed it 6-2, 7-6 to reach their first semifinal since 2021. “I haven't played with Taylor in so long,
but our games just mesh,” Pegula said. “When I'm solid at the back, she’s always there to finish at the net.” For
Kazakhstan, it was heartbreakingly close, but not enough.

Japan’s tie with Great Britain was one-sided. Sonay Kartal gave Britain the lead with a 6-3 7-6 (4) win over
Ena Shibahara, her speed and power forcing mistakes. Shibahara admitted later that Kartal's pace pushed her
into errors. Katie Boulter then followed with a 6-2 6-1 win over Moyuka Uchijima, and spoke afterward about
feeling refreshed: “| feel like a new version of myself these last couple of weeks. Having the girls around has
really helped me reset. | know what my identity is on court now.” With that, Britain sealed a 2-0 victory, and
Japan’s run ended before the doubles.

It might have been a different story for Japan had their star Naomi Osaka been available, but Britain were also
without their No. 1, Emma Raducanu, who chose to play the WTA 500 in Korea instead.




Once again it raised the old question in tennis. What comes first, the call of the country or the demands
of a player’s career? In the end, both teams played with what they had, and Britain proved stronger on
the day.

For Asia, the scoreboard in Shenzhen did not bring joy, but the picture was bigger than wins and losses.
Three different nations carried the flag into the Finals, and each found moments that showed what is
possible. China came close against the champions, Kazakhstan took the United States to the edge, and
Japan’s younger players gained valuable experience. The trophy may stay out of reach for now, but the
sense is growing that an Asian breakthrough on this stage is only a matter of time.




