
Asian weekend at the Davis Cup: India make history in Europe, Korea roll at
home, Japan fall to Germany

Asian tennis lived through a weekend of highs and lows in the Davis Cup, with ties played across three
cities that told very different stories. In Switzerland, India made history with a first away win over a
European nation in more than three decades. In Tokyo, Japan were swept aside by a powerful German
team. And in Chuncheon, Korea rose to the occasion against Kazakhstan to delight their home fans.

In Biel, India were contesting a World Group I tie, and it turned into a landmark result. Dhakshineswar
Suresh, making his Davis Cup debut, stunned Swiss No. 1 Jerome Kym 7–6(5), 6–3 to give India the
perfect start. Sumit Nagal then backed it up with a 6–3 7–6(4) win over Marc Andrea Husler, and
suddenly India were 2–0 ahead on the opening day. Day two brought tension as the doubles slipped
away. With Yuki Bhambri sidelined by injury after his deep run at the US Open men’s doubles. The
other two top ranked doubles specialists, Sriram Balaji and Rithvik Bollipalli were stepped up but lost a
close one to Dominic Stricker and Jakub Paul, 6–7(3), 6–4, 5–7. That left India’s no 1, Sumit Nagal to
finish the job, and he did so with confidence, beating Henry Bernet 6–1 6–3 to seal a 3–1 win. For India,
it was more than just a tie victory. The last time they had beaten a European nation in Europe was back
in 1993 against France, when a young Leander Paes inspired the side with two singles wins. And after
32 odd years, history repeated itself in Biel.

In Tokyo, Japan were up against Germany in a Qualifiers second round. On the opening day, Jan
Lennard Struff edged Yoshihito Nishioka in three sets, 6-4 6-7 (4) 6-4 and Yannick Hanfmann followed
with a straight sets win over Shintaro Mochizuki to give Germany control. The next day, doubles
specialists Kevin Krawietz and Tim Puetz sealed the tie, before Justin Engel added the fourth point in
the final rubber. The 4–0 sweep booked Germany’s ticket to Bologna for the Final 8 in November,
leaving Japan disappointed on home soil.

Meanwhile in Chuncheon, Korea made the most of home advantage in their World Group I tie against
another Asian country Kazakhstan. It did not begin well for Korea, with Alexander Shevchenko of
Kazakhstan beating Hyeon Chung in the opener. 



But Soon woo Kwon pulled the hosts level, winning the first set in a tie break before the showman
Alexander Bublik who had a terrific year in the Pro tour, retired early in the second. The doubles
pairing of Nam Jisung and Park Uisung then gave Korea the lead with a confident win, with the
scoreline 6-2 6-3. That left Chung with the chance to finish the tie, and he did just that. Trailing 1–5 in
the second set, he fought back with grit and turned it around to beat Dmitry Popko 6–3 7–5 sealing
Korea’s 3–1 victory.

Three ties, three different outcomes. India created history in Switzerland, Korea stood tall at home,
and Japan were outplayed by a German team already made it to the final in November. Looking ahead,
India and Korea have booked their place in the 2026 Davis Cup Qualifiers. 

For Asian tennis, the weekend was more than a set of results. It was a reminder of progress, of teams
writing their own stories, and of the belief that the Davis Cup stage does not belong only to the
traditional powers. From Biel to Chuncheon, the message was clear: Asia is ready to keep climbing.


