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A TALE OF TWO GAMES: PREDICTABILITY IN MEN’S TENNIS, VARIETY IN

WOMEN’S TENNIS

The 2025 US Open ended with a familiar sight.
Carlos Alcaraz held the trophy, Jannik Sinner
stood on the other side as runner up, and men’s
tennis once again showed how the biggest titles
are living with these two. In the last two seasons,
the four Slams of 2024 went to Alcaraz (Roland
Garros, Wimbledon) and Sinner (Australian Open,
US Open). In 2025, Sinner started with the
Australian Open, struck again at Wimbledon,
while Alcaraz took Roland Garros in a most
B | astonishing way and finished the year’s last major
B in New York.

Before Alcaraz and Sinner, it was the Big Three who owned the sport. From the mid-2000s, Federer and
Nadal seemed to win almost every big final. Then Djokovic arrived, raised the level even higher, and went
on to dominate everyone. He even finished with winning records against both Federer and Nadal, which is
why for so many years’ men’s tennis felt closed to the rest of the field. Since Del Potro’s surprise win at
the 2009 US Open, only a few names outside the trio have managed to break through. Stan Wawrinka was
the most successful of them, winning three majors — the 2014 Australian Open, 2015 French Open, and
2016 US Open. Daniil Medvedev also had his moment, beating Djokovic in the 2021 US Open final.
Alexander Zverev has come close, reaching finals including the 2023 US Open, but he is still waiting for
his first Slam. Apart from these rare occasions, the majors have almost always belonged to Federer,
Nadal, Djokovic — and now, Alcaraz and Sinner.
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Even this year at 38, Novak Djokovic reached every Slam semifinal. In Melbourne he retired in the semis
against Zverev; at Roland Garros and Wimbledon he fell to Sinner. In New York he lost to Alcaraz. He has
openly admitted how the five set hurdle and the physical load make beating Sinner or Alcaraz harder than
anything else right now. And his own career is the perfect example of the same. Out of Djokovic’s 24
Grand Slam titles, five came after he was two sets down. If those matches had been best of three, he
would be sitting on 19 Slams, not 24. The longer format gave him space to recover, adjust, and turn those
into legendary wins.

The five set format makes a big difference. In best of three matches, surprises are more common — like
Bublik beating Sinner in Halle this year. But at the Slams, the longer format gives top players more time
to settle and fight back, which is why the results are often more predictable. It’s the same in other sports
too. In cricket, smaller teams can cause shocks in T20s, but in ODIs or Tests the stronger sides usually
find a way. In football as well, when matches go into extra time or penalties, big teams more often come
through. The longer the contest, the harder it is to bring down the elite.
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Women’s tennis tells the opposite story. In 2025, all
four women’s singles champions were different:
Madison Keys (Australian Open), Coco Gauff (Roland
Garros), Iga Swiatek (Wimbledon), and Aryna
Sabalenka (US Open). With matches decided more
quickly and plenty of talent across the tour, it leaves
room for new names and surprises all the time.

So which is better for tennis — familiar rivalries or
new champions each time? Both have their place.
Alcaraz vs Sinner gives fans a storyline to follow year
after year. The women’s game brings surprises and
variety, with different champions stepping up. One
offers iconic rivalry, the other keeps the stage fresh.

For Asian tennis, the message is clear. On the men’s side, breaking through the Alcaraz-Sinner wall
will take time and steady growth. On the women’s side, the field is wide open. Elena Rybakina, a
Wimbledon champion and former world No. 3, Zheng Qinwen, now an Olympic champion, Grand Slam
finalist and top five player, and Naomi Osaka, a four-time Slam winner finding her way back, are
showing that Asian women can compete with the very best.

The 2025 US Open highlighted two different worlds in the same sport. One is ruled by two young
stars, the other is a stage where many can dream. Between predictability and surprise, tennis finds
its balance and for Asian players and fans, both paths offer hope and inspiration.
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