JUNIOR SERIES

®

YOUNG CONTENDERS MAKE EARLY STATEMENT IN THE OPENING LEG OF RG JUNIOR
SERIES

The Roland Garros Junior Series by Renault — West &
Central Asia Qualifiers wrapped up in Almaty on 8 August,
the first of three stops that will head to China next and
finish in Japan. The week on red clay was a true test — long
rallies, sliding, and plenty of lessons for the region’s best 16
and under players. Both the boys’ and girls’ events brought
tense matches, determined youngsters, and two champions
who now move on to the series Finals with fresh
confidence.

In the boys’ draw, home player Mansur Sainov grew into the
favourite as the week went on. He handled pressure well in
the quarters and semis, and after losing the first set in the
final, he raised his game to beat Akmal Abdullaev 5-7, 61,
6-4. It was a match that showed exactly why Sainov is one
to watch — calm movement, smart shot choices, and the
kind of footwork that works so well on clay.

Sainov, 15, already owns an ITF J60 doubles title in Aktobe
(2024) and the ITF J30 singles crown in Tashkent (2025).
‘ He has won 73% of his matches on clay, proving how well
QUA A his game suits the surface. Another finalist, Abdullaev, also
LI FI E D 15, fought hard all week. He has doubles titles from the ITF
— S EE Yo UNENEIATEVANR oy [ J30 Bukhara (2024) and J30 Shymkent (2025), with a 69%
S | o E— S win rate on clay and 55% on hard courts. Their final was a
good reminder of how matches on clay can turn — patience

and timing make all the difference.

The girls’ event gave the home crowd even more to celebrate when Adiya Omarbek, 16, won the title. She
played steady, consistent tennis through the week and wrapped up the final against Yerkezhan Zhanatayeva
6-2 6-4. Omarbek’s movement and ability to keep points alive made the difference, turning defence into
attack whenever she had the chance.

Omarbek’s record already includes the ITF J30 singles title in Isa Town (2023) and a doubles win at the ITF J30
Shymkent (2025). She has a 78% win rate on clay, showing just how comfortable she is on the surface.
Zhanatayeva, also 16, won the ITF JOO Izmir earlier this year and has a 64% win rate on clay. She battled through
her matches and remains one of Kazakhstan's promising young players.

Beyond the scorelines, the event reaffirmed the region’s potential, offering young players a chance to test
themselves in a competitive, international environment. For many, competing on clay in front of coaches,
scouts, and international officials is rare and it can lead to new training opportunities, sponsorships, and the
next steps in their careers.

The series now heads to China for the second leg before the
Finals in Japan. Sainov and Omarbek travel there not just as
champions, but as players who've proved they can win on red [EELERS

clay. For the boys and Girls in Almaty, this was more than just a 'AI'YM‘)A i
tournament — it was a step on the pathway to Roland Garros

and the chance to dream bigger on the world stage. K Q_UALlFlED

SEE YOU IN JAPAN
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