STRENGTH, SKILL AND SPIRIT:

For years, men's tennis in Asia has been chasing its big
breakthrough. But on the women'’s side, the story is very
different. Asian women have already stepped up to the
sport’s highest levels, and their growing impact on the
WTA circuit is impossible to miss.

Right now, five Asian women sit inside the Top 60 of the
| world rankings, each carrying their own story of resilience
and success. From Grand Slam champions to rising stars,
these players are not only competing, they are shaping the
future of the game in the continent.

Leading the way is China's Zheng Qinwen. The 22 year old
has quickly become the face of the new generation, rising
as high as World No. 4 earlier this year and standing inside
the top ten. Zheng's breakthrough season came in 2024
when she won Olympic gold in Paris, added a WTA 500
title in Tokyo on hard courts, and triumphed on clay in
Palermo. Her all surface success and fearless game have
made her one of the brightest stars in the sport today.

Alongside her is Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan, a former Wimbledon champion who has remained a fixture in
the world’s top ten. Rybakina's powerful baseline game and calm temperament have brought her consistent
success, including a WTA 500 title in Strasbourg this year and three major trophies in 2024 across Abu Dhabi,
Stuttgart, and Brisbane. When in full flow, she is one of the toughest players to stop.

Japan’s Naomi Osaka, the most successful Asian women's singles player in history, has been making her way
back after maternity leave. The four time Grand Slam champion and former World No. 1 reminded everyone
of her pedigree with a strong run to the Montreal final this season. Osaka remains the only Asian player to
ever reach the top of the WTA rankings, a symbol of her trailblazing career. Her return to form will be one of
the most closely followed stories in the months ahead.

China's Wang Xinyu is another name steadily
climbing the ladder. Having already broken into
the top 40, Wang has shown her potential with
titles at the ITF level and a WTA crown. With her |
natural shot making ability and growing confidence
on the bigger stages, she is well placed to push
higher.

Kazakhstan’s Yulia Putintseva, known for her fiery
spirit, is going through a tougher spell. A first
round exit at Wimbledon this year was a setback,
but her fighting nature suggests she will bounce
back. A former top 20 player and a champion in
Birmingham last season, Putintseva has always
found a way to stay relevant on tour, and her
determination should carry her forward again.




From Zheng's rise to Osaka’s return, and from Rybakina’s consistency to Wang and Putintseva's ambitions,
Asian women are leaving a strong mark on the global game. What makes this rise even more significant is how
the tour itself reflects Asia’s importance. While men’s tennis has only one Masters 1000 event in the region —
the Shanghai Open — the WTA calendar features four marquee 1000 events across Asia. From Beijing to
Wuhan to Tokyo, women'’s tennis has found a second home in Asia, and the results are now showing.

These five names may represent different countries, but together they form a strong Asian presence in the
WTA circuit. Each of them carries a different story - of breakthrough, of comeback, of

consistency, and of resilience. And beyond the trophies and rankings, their impact lies in how they are shaping
the dreams of the next generation.

Young players like Maaya Revathi from India, Wakana Sonobe from Japan, Sonja Zhiyenbayeva from
Kazakhstan are all growing up watching Zheng, Rybakina, Osaka, Wang, and Putintseva prove themselves on
the biggest stages. Just as Sania Mirza once lit the spark for countless girls in India, and Lina changed the
landscape for all of China, today’s stars are quietly writing the stories that will inspire tomorrow’s champions.




