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MOMENTUM AND MAGIC: ASIAN PLAYERS OFF TO A FLYING START

The opening round of the US Open delivered plenty of
promise for Asian tennis, as five of the region’s leading
stars advanced with confidence and style. Alexander
Bublik entertained the crowd with his trademark flair,
while Elena Rybakina impressed once again with her
crisp, powerful ball striking. Yulia Putintseva showcased
her trademark resilience, Wang Xinyu battled through
with her fighting spirit, and the legendary Naomi Osaka
reminded everyone of the impact she continues to have
on the sport. Taken together, it was a day that
highlighted just how rich and star studded Asian talent
has become on the Grand Slam stage.

For Alexander Bublik, the first hurdle in New York was a
tough one — facing 2014 champion Marin Cilic. But the
No. 23 seed handled the challenge in style, sweeping past
the Croatian 6-4 6-1 6-4. With a booming serve that
delivered 16 aces and an incredible 95% of points won
behind his first delivery, Bublik never looked in trouble
and stayed in full control from start to finish. The win
was another sign of the strong season he is putting
together. He has already reached the French Open
quarterfinals and collected titles in Halle, Gstaad, and
Kitzbuhel.

Coming into the US Open, he was riding a nine-match winning streak and had chosen to skip the
Masters events in Toronto and Cincinnati to give himself a break. After the match, he admitted that
the break helped him recharge physically and mentally, allowing him to enter the year’s final Slam
fresher and more focused. Next up, he will face either Lorenzo Sonego or Tristan Schoolkate, with a
possible fourth-round clash against the No. 1 Jannik Sinner.

Elena Rybakina, the 2022 Wimbledon champion and current world No. 9, made a commanding start to
her US Open campaign. Facing 16-year-old American wildcard Julieta Pareja, the Kazakh star cruised
to a 6-3, 6-0 win in just over an hour. Her serve was once again her biggest weapon, barely giving her
young opponent a chance to settle. Rybakina came into New York riding high on confidence after back-
to-back semifinal runs at the WTA 1000 events in Montreal and Cincinnati, where she even scored a
notable win over world No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka. That form carried smoothly into her opener, with her
timing and ball striking looking as solid as ever. Flushing Meadows remains the only Slam where she
has yet to reach the second week, but with the way she has started, this could well be the year she
breaks through. Her next match will be against Czech teenager Tereza Valentova

China’s Wang Xinyu added to the region’s strong start,
rallying from a set down to defeat American Caroline
Dolehide 2-6, 6-4, 6-2. With her compatriot Zheng
Qinwen — Asia’s highest ranked women’s player, sidelined
by injury, Wang has stepped forward as an important
torchbearer. Her gritty comeback win keeps the Asian
momentum going and ensures the region remains well
represented in the women’s draw.

Meanwhile, Yulia Putintseva of Kazakhstan reminded fans
of her trademark tenacity, got past [taly’s Elisabetta
Cocciaretto 6-4 7-6. For Putintseva, the win carried extra
meaning after her disappointing first round exit at
Wimbledon. This time, she looked sharper and mentally
stronger, and will be eager to extend her run deeper into
the second week.
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And then came the return of Naomi Osaka — the greatest female player Asia has produced, reminding
the world of her brilliance under the bright lights of New York. Opening her campaign, Osaka produced
a composed performance to beat Belgium’s Greet Minnen 6-3, 6-4. It was a confident display, one
that showed how steadily her game and self-belief are coming back.

For the first time since the 2022 Australian Open, Osaka entered a Grand Slam as a seeded player,
having climbed back into the Top 25 after a strong summer. She reached the third round at
Wimbledon and made the final in Canada, where only teenager Victoria Mboko stopped her run.
Against Minnen, Osaka’s serve was a weapon again. She struck seven aces without a single double
fault, underlining the clarity in her game.

“It was the first round, [ was stressed, but I’'m glad I managed to win,” Osaka admitted afterwards, a
reflection of both her honesty and her hunger to go deeper. With her current form and renewed belief,
she looks once again like a serious contender in New York.

As the first round came to a close, Asia’s experienced
names all moved forward with their own brand of
strength. Bublik’s flair, Rybakina’s clean power,
Putintseva’s grit, Wang’s fighting spirit, and Osaka’s
renewed presence. The challenges will only grow
tougher from here. But as the tournament moves
forward, each will aim not only to survive but to thrive,
with eyes on pushing deeper into the second week. For
Asian tennis, it was the perfect beginning and perhaps
just the start of a bigger story at Flushing Meadows.

But this opening chapter has shown something clear
that Asian tennis is not here to fill the draw; it is here
to shape it. With confidence building and momentum on
their side, the stage is set for these players to chase
deeper runs and leave their mark in New York.




