JUNIOR SERIES

®

DREAMS TAKE SHAPE IN HAINAN: A STEP CLOSER TO ROLAND GARROS FOR THE ASIAN STARS

The second leg of the Roland-Garros Junior Series by
T Renault lit up Hainan, China, as young guns from across
(°@j South, Southeast, and East Asia gathered for a week of Clay
e Court battles. From the opening ceremony on August 18 to
the finals on August 23, the courts at the Roland Garros
Club — Haidian Foreign Language Shi Yan School witnessed
determination, nerves, and breakthrough moments for the
region’s rising stars.

The tournament began with 24 boys and 24 girls in the

7 round robin stage, each carrying the dream of Paris 2026.
[ e Every match mattered, every point felt bigger, and as the
QH‘?‘ULII,F,IA,R 2 days went on, the draw narrowed to those who could

handle both pressure and clay.

By the semifinals, India’s Lakshay Vardhan and Anandita Upadhyay, Chinese Taipei’s lan Liu, and China’'s Wang
Sigi had stamped their authority with confident wins. Lakshay showed composure in his quarterfinal victory
against the Philippines’ Kenzo Marcus Brodeth, while lan Liu fought hard to get past Shundu Yuan of China.
Anandita impressed with her clean win over Jana Jelena Nicole Diaz, and Wang Siqi thrilled the home crowd in
a tight contest against compatriot Jian Yishan.

But the finals had their own story to tell. In the boys’ championship match, wild card Tien Anh Le of Vietnam
stunned everyone by upsetting top seed Yashwin Dahiya of India 7-6 (4), 7-5. His win was built on fearless
hitting and a calmness rare for his age, proving that opportunities can be seized when belief meets courage.

On the girls’ side, India’s fifth seed Anandita Upadhyay showcased grit and maturity beyond her years. After
racing through the first set against Wang Siqi, she was pushed back in the second, only to steady herself and
close out the decider 6-1, 4-6, 6-4. It was a battle that reflected exactly what this series is about — resilience
and the ability to rise in tough moments.

Both winners, Tien Anh Le and Anandita Upadhyay, along with runners-up Yashwin Dahiya and Wang Siqi, have
now booked their tickets to the Roland-Garros Junior Series Finals in Japan this October. There, they will
chase the ultimate prize — direct entry into the Roland-Garros Junior Championships 2026 in Paris.

For the youngsters, Hainan was more than just a week of tennis. It was a step on the pathway to Roland-
Garros, a reminder that the clay can both test and reward, and a sign that from Asia, new names are ready to
rise. The second leg of the journey is complete. Now, the road leads to Japan.
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SEE YOU IN JAPAN

www.asiantennis.com




