
CHASING ANOTHER CHAPTER AT FLUSHING MEADOW - RYBAKINA CARRIES HER MOMENTUM TO NEW YORK. 

For Elena Rybakina, the past two weeks have been a
reminder of why she is one of the most feared names on
the WTA Tour. At both the WTA 1000 events in Montreal
and Cincinnati, the Kazakh star played tennis of the
highest quality before bowing out in the semifinals. The
pattern was almost same – in Montreal she lost to
Canadian rising star Victoria Mboko, who went on to lift
the title, and in Cincinnati she fell to World No. 2 Iga
Swiatek, the eventual champion. But between those exits
came a performance that showed her class. A
commanding 6-1, 6-4 win over Aryna Sabalenka, the
world No. 1 in Cincinnati.

Now comes New York. As the lights of Arthur Ashe Stadium prepare to shine, Elena Rybakina steps in not
as a surprise, but as a true contender – carrying trust, Experience and memories. In many ways it feels
like Rybakina’s real story is only just beginning. The key will be how she handles the opening rounds of the
US Open. If she builds momentum there, she has every chance to push deep into the tournament. 

Born in Moscow but representing Kazakhstan since 2018, Rybakina has built her career on quiet
determination and power. Her story is about resilience as much as it is about triumphs. Her first real
breakthrough on the big stage came in 2021. At Roland Garros she reached the quarterfinals, beating
Serena Williams in the fourth round without dropping a set. That same summer, at the Tokyo Olympics,
she made the semifinals and then played for bronze, losing a close match to Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina.
That run, along with steady results through the year, pushed her into the WTA top 15 — at the time the
highest ranking ever achieved by a Kazakh player.

She gave Kazakhstan its proudest tennis moment when she won Wimbledon in 2022, becoming the first
player from the country to claim a Grand Slam singles title. Since then, her rise has been steady, built on
her ability to challenge the very best. The next year, 2023, proved that her Wimbledon win was no one-
time surprise. Rybakina reached the Australian Open final, won WTA 1000 titles at Indian Wells and
Rome, made the Miami final, and climbed to No. 3 in the world. She was now a regular contender at the
biggest tournaments.

In 2024 she added more trophies: WTA 500 titles in Brisbane, Abu Dhabi, and Stuttgart, plus a title in
Strasbourg. She also made the Roland Garros quarterfinals. But the year has not been without struggles.
Illness and injuries slowed her down and tested her patience. Even so, she has kept fighting back. Her
title run in Strasbourg earlier this season showed her resilience, and these back-to-back semifinal runs
in North America prove she is ready to compete at the top again. Beating Sabalenka so convincingly was
more than just a win, it was a clear reminder that she can still defeat the very best when it counts.

It’s easy to forget she is only 26. She already has what
many players can only dream of — a Wimbledon title, deep
runs in Melbourne, and several finals at the highest level.
Yet, seeing her now, it feels like her best chapters are still
to come.

Rybakina’s form right now is drawing attention. Her recent
results suggest she is not far from another breakthrough,
maybe even another Grand Slam run. More importantly, her
journey has already left a lasting mark on Asian tennis. By
choosing to represent Kazakhstan, she put the country
firmly on the global tennis map and inspired a generation of
young athletes who now believe the sport can belong to
them as well.


