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RESURGENT BUBLIK RETURNS TO TOP-30 AFTER COMPETING IN “TOUGHEST” MATCH

Alexander Bublik continued his ascendancy in tennis graphs
by winning the Swiss Open, a performance that has
catapulted him back to the top-30 in the ATP singles ranking
charts.

In a testing final against Argentina’s Juan Manuel Cerundolo,
the Kazakh prevailed 6-4 4-6 6-3 in a griping contest in
Gstadd, Switzerland.

It was his sixth career ATP singles title and first on clay on the
Tour. The feat helped Bublik gain four places to number 30.
“First of all, Juan, I told you at the net this was not tennis, it
was complete ‘torturing,” remarked the 28-year-old Bublik,
hinting how tough it was for him to come through the final.

“This is my sixth title and I have played the greats of the game
but this final I will remember as one of the toughest I ever
played so good job to you, congrats to your team, that’s
really, really good,” he said.

Bublik was playing in Gstaad for the first time and put on
record how the scenic beauty of the city left him
mesmerised.

“It was real pleasure to come here. I can’t wait to come back next year. The beautiful Alps. It’s an amazing spot.
I’m really happy that I’m standing here as a winner, but even if I’d lost in the first round, the view is amazing
anyway,” he said, smiling.

Someone who was staring an exit from top-100 just four months back when he lurked around 80s in the chart,
the turnaround has been remarkable for the Kazakhstan’s top men’s singles player, who was born in Russia.

The title run in Gstaad means that Bublik has now won 17 of his last 22 matches since the Madrid Open in April.

Four months back, such was the struggle that Bublik had to go down to the Challenger level to get his rhythm
back. Out of two finals on the Challenger circuit, he ended a runner-up at Phoenix (USA) on hard courts and
triumphed in Turin (Italy) on clay.

“That win on clay courts of Turin nicely prepared him for the French
Open where he became the first men’s player from Kazakhstan to
make the quarterfinals.

Since then, except for a Wimbledon heartbreak, Bublik has managed
a steady rise.

Winning in Halle where he logged four consecutive top-25 wins,
including the one over world number one Jannik Sinner in round two,
has been the highlight of the 2025 season for Bublik.

Even tough that was Sinner’s first tournament after losing the
energy-sapping French Open five-set final to Carlos Alcaraz, nothing
can be taken away from Bublik.

The match against Cerundolo was no walk in the park. He had not lost
till the final but the Argentine tested Bublik, who had to save four
break to the opening game of the second set, which he eventually
lost.
Engaging Bublik in longer rallies seemed to be working for Cerundolo but Bublik’s solid percentage tennis on
the back of a solid serving, got him his maiden ATP 250 Clay court title.

He next competes in Kitzbuhel in Austria.


