
The early days of Wimbledon 2025 have brought mixed
fortunes for the Asian contingent. While some of the region's
top names have already bowed out in tough battles, a few
familiar faces are still standing, keeping hopes alive on the
famous green lawns of the All England Club. 

Kazakhstan’s Alexander Bublik, fresh off his brilliant Halle
title run and seen by many as a dangerous dark horse,
couldn’t quite bring that spark somehow. The 28th seed
Bublik looked on course for a solid win after going up two sets
to one against Spain’s Jaume Munar. But from there, the
match turned. Munar fought his way back, edged the fourth
set in a tiebreak, and carried that momentum into the decider.
In the end Bublik’s Wimbledon run came to an early end,
losing 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 7-6(5), 6-2.

Over on the women’s side, China’s Qinwen Zheng came in
with high expectations after reaching the Roland Garros
quarterfinals and a semifinal on grass recently. But the 22
year old still couldn’t crack the Wimbledon puzzle. Up against
Czech player Katerina Siniakova, Zheng’s struggles on grass
continued as she let a 5-3 lead in the first set slip away.
Though she fought back to take the second, Siniakova’s
experience proved decisive in the third. The 7-5, 4-6, 6-1
defeat means Zheng’s wait for a breakthrough at Wimbledon
goes on.

First week at Wimbledon 2025: Some Highs, Some Hurts for Asia’s Best

But not all the news was disappointing. Elena Rybakina, the 2022 Wimbledon champion, has quietly reminded
everyone why she is one of the contenders of the Championship. The 11th seed cruised past Greece’s Maria
Sakkari with a composed 6-3 6-1 win to book her place in the third round. With many top seeds already
knocked out, Rybakina’s form is a much needed positive for Asian tennis at this year’s Championships.

It was a frustrating day for Yulia Putintseva of Kazakhstan too,
though this time the drama started off the court. The 30 year
old asked for a spectator to be removed early in her first
round match, concerned about their behaviour.
Unfortunately, the incident seemed to throw her off
completely, as she fell to a one sided 6-0 6-0 defeat to
American Amanda Anisimova in just 44 minutes.

Joining her is Japan’s Naomi Osaka, the former No 1,
beating Siniakova 6-3, 6-2 in the second round. Calm,
composed, and aggressive when needed, Osaka looked
confident as she matched her career best showing at
Wimbledon. With a bit more rhythm and belief, the four-
time Grand Slam winner will hope this is finally the year
she goes deep into the draw at Wimbledon especially
when so many top seeds already falling in the first week of
the tournament. 

In the men’s draw, Shintaro Mochizuki from Japan
showed real grit but narrowly missed out on what could
have been a breakthrough win. After coming through
qualifying and winning his first Grand Slam match, the 22
year old pushed 17th seed Karen Khachanov to five sets in
an epic battle. Despite leading early, Mochizuki couldn’t
quite get over the line, eventually falling 6-1, 6-7(9), 6-4, 3-
6, 4-6.



Kazakhstan’s Beibit Zhukayev, who earned his spot through the qualifiers, also bowed out in the opening
round, but not without showing fight and character. It hasn’t been an easy start for the Asian players at
Wimbledon this year, with some big names exiting earlier than expected. But with Rybakina and Osaka still
in the haunt, and young players like Mochizuki gaining experience, the story isn’t over yet.

The lawns of London always have room for surprises, and Asian tennis is still chasing its next one.


