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From Clay to Glory: Danilina and Hozumi Carry Asian Flag into

RG Doubles Semis

The women’s doubles draw at Roland Garros 2025 has
brought many surprises — but perhaps nothing more
significant than the rise of two seasoned Asian
campaigners who have quietly played their way into the
semifinals. Kazakhstan’s Anna Danilina, teaming up with
Serbia’s Aleksandra Krunic, and Japan’s Eri Hozumi,
alongside Norway’s Ulrikke Eikeri, are now just one
match away from the final — and their paths to this stage
speak volumes about grit, experience, and quiet
determination.

Danilina, currently ranked No. 17 in WTA doubles, has
had a spectacular season. With 40 career doubles titles to
her name, she has already picked up seven in 2024. A
number that includes her standout WTA 1000 triumph
in Wuhan on hard courts with Irina Khromacheva. Her
2024 trophy haul also features wins at Parma and Open
delle Puglie (both WTA 125s), and a WTA 250 title at the
Unicredit Lasi Open. Danilina has grown into one of the

most consistent doubles specialists on tour.

stepping up to beat the 10th seeds Xinyu Jiang and Fang Hsien Wu in straight sets. They then upset the fifth-
seeded team of Asia Muhammad and Demi Schuurs with another commanding performance. But their real
statement came in the quarterfinals, where they knocked out the top-seeded pair of Katerina Siniakova and
Taylor Townsend in a gripping three-set duel: 7-5, 4-6, 6-2. A performance that left no doubts about their
championship credentials.
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For Japan’s Eri Hozumi, who reached a career-high of No. 28 in
2019, this run in Paris is a timely reminder of her experience and
resilience on the big stage. Currently ranked No. 43 in doubles, the
Japanese veteran has 32 career titles — with three of them coming
in 2023, including two clay-court crowns at W100 Madrid and
WI100 Oeiras. In 2024, she’s added another trophy to her cabinet,
showing she remains a threat across surfaces. In Paris, she and
Eikeri began by cruising past Eva Lys and Tatjana Maria in
straight sets, followed by a gutsy three-set win over China’s Xiyu
Wang and Saisai Zheng. They then brushed aside Rebecca
Sramkova and Viktoriya Tomova before dismissing Irina Begu
and Yanina Wickmayer 6-4, 6-3 in the quarterfinals. From steady
beginnings to a commanding quarterfinal win, they've grown in
rhythm and belief — and now, a Grand Slam final is suddenly
within reach.

This semifinal clash will be more than just a meeting of two
experienced teams. It also feels like a quiet milestone — seeing two
Asian players, seasoned and steady, taking their place among the
last four teams in one of the sport’s biggest tournaments. While
the spotlight often remains on singles stars, Danilina and
Hozumi’s journey is a timely reminder of the depth, consistency,
and tactical brilliance that Asian players continue to bring to the
doubles game.

Regardless of who wins, one thing is certain: the final will have a
piece of Asia in it. And that, in itself; is a victory for the sport in the
region.




